
 

Emerging Sculptor Program 

Tom Bass Sculpture Studio School 

 

Tom Bass said that for most people the art of seeing is something that has to be learned.  Seeing, in 

contrast to merely looking, is an informed perception in which the visual experience, coordinated 

through the eye, mind and hand becomes known and expressed, using form and light.  This faculty has to 

be learned through long hard practice, through doing. 

 

The Emerging Sculptor Program provides a year-long professional development opportunity for 

sculptors. It is designed for artists early in their careers whose goal is to become a professional sculptor, 

or an artist with a significant sculptural practise. It would suit recent graduates or similar skill level.  The 

program concentrates on both the artistic and business sides of sculptural artistic practise and is 

designed to help develop a heightened perception of form and personal aesthetic in a creative and 

supportive environment. 

 

As a part of the program you will: 

 Be enrolled in advanced courses and master classes at the Tom Bass Sculpture Studio School. 

This includes attendance in the life study program which is unique to the school. 

 Have studio access during all non-class times 

 Receive one-on-one and group mentoring from  a noted professional sculptor   

 Have free access to professional practise workshops  

 Reduced fee for special workshops held throughout the year 

 Participate in business focussed workshops up to 4 times a year  

 Participate in an end of year ESP exhibition, the Annual Studio exhibition and be notified of any 

other exhibition opportunities. 

 

Attendance is required four terms across the year.  Dates TBC 

 

 

About the Tom Bass Sculpture Studio School: 

TBSSS is a unique centre for sculpture, based on a classical, cultural tradition that enriches the wider 
community with programs that challenge and empower artists to learn, express and inspire. 
Tom Bass’s legacy as a teacher is for the Studio School to facilitate the awareness and development of 
seeing, as well as the practical skills of making sculpture.  
 
Learn more about the school on our website: www.tbsss.org.au 

 

 

http://www.tbsss.org.au/


Eligibility:  

All artists over the age of 20, from Australia and internationally, who have completed some art training, 

and that have or wish to make sculpture an integral part of their studio practise are welcome to apply.  

Up to 8, maybe 10 positions are available. Preference will be given to artists who have studied sculpture. 

Applicants may work part time during their participation in the program; however work commitments 

may not interfere with the required classes, workshops and studio time, in total 2.5 days a week.  

The program will require  

1. Attendance on 2 full days a week –   

a. Mondays  for studio work 

b. Tuesdays for the life study,  

2. Availability, with notice, to participate in Saturday afternoon mentoring.   

3. Participation in workshop classes (day or evening as programmed) which can be arranged at a 

time convenient to the participant 

4. Attendance at industry workshops, usually on Tuesday or Saturday afternoons 

5. Further access can be arranged on request from  the participant   

The Emerging Sculptor Program is valued at close to $8000 (including intangibles) and has a fee of 

$4,000 for the full year of benefits. There are full and part scholarships available for a number of 

participants. Please indicate financial need on your application. 

Please note that all accepted non-local artists must support their own travel to and from Sydney as well 

as find their own accommodations. We can help in your search and provide letters of acceptance to 

support grant applications to help offset this burden. 

 

How to Apply:  

The application date for 2015 is TBC. 

Applications will only be considered if all the following are included: 

1. A cover letter including a statement how this opportunity will help you in your career, including 

the desire to attend the life study. This letter must demonstrate an understanding of the Tom 

Bass Sculpture Studio School to be found on the website  

2. CV outlining relevant experience/education (max 2 pages including exhibition listings) 

3. Portfolio of images of at least 6 sculptural works. 

4. At least2 and up to 4 letters/emails of support outlining your dedication to sculpture and serious 

pursuit of being a professional artist. 

5. Indication of ability to commit to the two days a week on Mondays and Tuesdays . 

6. If also applying for part/full scholarship, also submit at least 2 of (in order of preference) 

o Last 3 financial years tax returns 

o Current Benefits card (centrelink, pension cards) 

o Accountant Statement about finances  

o Other documentation that may support the application 

o Statements from suitable professionals outlining extraordinary circumstance if 

applicable 



Please note that incomplete applications will be not be considered  

If selected the applicant will then be notified of an interview date/time during November  

 

Participants will be selected on the basis of a combination of the EOI and an interview according to a 

variety of factors including their availability and their openness to learn. This program is funded by 

private donors of the Tom Bass Sculpture Studio School and supported by the City of Sydney. 

Participants will be asked to sign an agreement to the conditions covered by this program  


