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Tom Bass Sculpture Studio School 
Creative City Sydney Youth and Accessibility 

Scholarships 
 

2021 Deadlines 

For Term 1 

Applications close 11 January 2021, 5pm 

For Term 2  
Applications close 22 March 2021, 5pm 
 
For Term 3 
Applications close 14 June 2021, 5pm 
 
For Term 4  
Applications close 6 September 2021, 5pm. 

 
Please fill out the attached application form and email to: 

admin@tbsss.org.au 

About the Scholarship 

This application is for a full scholarship to a term of the Sculpture Workshop at the Tom 

Bass Sculpture Studio School. The workshop is for 3 hours on one day or evening a week 

for a 10 week term. It is intended for those with a background in a visual art practice; this is a 

professional development opportunity to extend students’ artistic skills.  

The sculpting method taught by the school is a traditional method of modelling sculpture in 

clay, mould-making and casting in plaster. This usually starts with the use of a reference 

from the library, a series of drawings and/or making a Marquette (model). The student will 

learn to make an armature, how to cast into plaster; make a one or multiple piece mould, 

then develop the skill to cast into this.  Finally the sculpture will be finished with a patina 

(colouring process). The emphasis of the school is on learning to ‘see’ and develop the 

technical skills and craftsmanship to serve this.  

Classes are mixed, with beginners to advanced students, with a maximum of 12. These 

small class sizes facilitate the one on one master-apprentice teaching method critical to Tom 

Bass’ teaching model.  

About the School 

Tom Bass was taught drawing by Antonio Dattilo-Rubbo (1870-1955) who was in a long line 

of the atelier tradition He attended the National Art School in the late 40’s. In 1974, after 
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more than sixty years practicing his art as a public sculptor, Tom founded his independent 

sculpture studio-school with the aim of teaching the fundamental principles, ideas and 

concepts vital to the traditional ‘master-apprentice’ relationship. 

Today the Tom Bass Sculpture Studio School continues to develop a range of innovative 

and challenging programs which fulfil other core values of: 

 upholding the traditions of sculpture 

 promoting of public sculpture and 

 being a viable and vital part of the community 

Selection Criteria 

This scholarship is a professional artistic development opportunity for those who: 

1. are an emerging artist aged 18-25 years with a particular interest in sculptural 

practice; AND/OR 

 

2. are disadvantaged by a long term physical or mental disability, and yet have a 

promising artistic direction and interest  

Applications will be judged on merit, the career intentions of the student, the background in 

artistic practice and other relevant information. Applicants must provide proof of age and 

(where relevant) documentation to support their disability status (eg disability concession 

card, statement from treating professional, etc). 

Please note: Applicants must be capable of engaging with the physicality of sculptural 

practice and must be able to travel to and from the Erskineville studio for weekly term 

classes. 

Value of Scholarship 

The fees for the scholarship are provided by donors and a serious commitment is expected 

by prospective recipients  

The value of this scholarship is $620. Up to TWO applicants can be accepted per term. 

There is scope for extending the scholarship to another term.  Beyond this students may be 

eligible for a 50% discount through the School.  

For further information about the term classes, please visit our website: 

http://www.tbsss.org.au/classes 
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